
A Tool to Help Prioritize  Conservation of Minnesota’s Fish and Wildlife Habitat
Wetlands & Waters

Enforce the Wetland Conservation Actzz
Restore natural flow regimes and channel shapes zz
Reconnect channels and riparian habitatszz
Manage invasive species and enhance native vegetation in shoreline zz
and wetland habitats

Reconnecting a River – Dam Re-
moval: Removal of the East Grand 
Forks dam now allows upstream 
passage of an important fish spe-
cies, lake sturgeon. Once thriving 
in the Red River basin, populations 
have suffered from spawning disrup-
tions due to structural barriers such 
as dams.  

Restoring Shape and 
Flow – ditch conversion: 
The springbrook channel 
in northwestern Minnesota 
was a perennial road ditch 
in a flood-prone area. Res-
toration of the meander-
ing stream provides flood 
protection for both the road 
and fields, and provides 
important habitat for sharp-
tail grouse, wood duck and 
many other species. 
 
Enhancing Habitat in a 
Shallow Lake: A 3,949-
acre shallow lake in west-
central Minnesota, Lake 
Christina is nationally 
recognized as a critical 
staging area for migrating 
canvasbacks, and as a 
breeding spot for many 

bird species, including western grebe, red-necked grebe, and Forster’s 
tern. A whole-lake treatment was implemented in 2003 to improve the 
deteriorated condition characterized by poor water quality, a sparse 
community of submerged plants, and limited suitability for diving ducks 
and other wildlife species. Over 300 western grebe nests were counted 
in 2005, presumably responding to suitable prey fish. Lake signals were 
identified to help anticipate when the lake is entering a transition from a 
clear to a turbid water state.  

Key habitats for conservation 
investments:
-Shorelines & riparian areas
-Key river reaches

Lake sturgeon

restoration showing 
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habitat improvement 
in meander

Use silvicultural practices to maintain or enhance key habitats while  z
providing sustainable timber harvest
Manage with a landscape level perspective to maintain a diversity  z
of forest habitats, avoid habitat fragmentation, and address invasive 
species 
Prioritize acquisition and easement efforts that protect key forest  z
habitats
Manage forests to maintain or  z
improve water quantity and quality

Managing a Forest System: An 
ecological report on the 40,000-acre 
Headwaters region is informing a 
public-private collaborative on how to 
manage forests at a landscape scale 
that incorporates biodiversity values. 
The site is the headwaters of four rivers: 
the St. Louis, the Stony, the Dunka, and 
South Branch Partridge. Managing this 
large tract of forests, fens, and waters 
as an integrated system will conserve 
the valuable fishery and protect habitat 
for wildlife and rare plant populations.

Protecting and Restoring a Forest 
Corridor: The Franconia-Scandia 
Corridor Project encompasses 6,700 
acres located within the St. Croix 
National Scenic Riverway. It contains 
the full range of riverway native plant 
communities, from floodplain forests, 
cliffs, seepage swamps, and prairies 
to pine forests. Wildlife includes 
Louisiana waterthrush, wood turtle, 
and the gilt darter, a rare fish that 
occurs in Minnesota only in the St. 
Croix River. Partners in protection and 
habitat restoration include: Franconia 
Township, City of Scandia, Chisago and 
Washington counties, Trust for Public 
Land, MN Land Trust, St. Croix River 
Association, St. Croix Scenic Coalition, 
St. Croix Conservation Collaborative, 
Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Great 
River Greening, Carnelian Marine 
Watershed District, and the National 
Park Service. 

Forests Key habitats for conservation investments
-Upland conifer forest
-Lowland conifer forest
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Protect and manage native prairie and adjacent grasslands.zz
Manage invasive specieszz
Use prescribed fires and rotational grazing to enhance native prairie   zz
habitats
Prioritize acquisition and easement efforts that reconnect important   zz
habitats

Reconnecting a Prairie: In partnership 
with The Conservation Fund and Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation, acquired a 
218-acre Native Prairie Bank Easement 
that links The Nature Conservancy’s 
Plover Prairie Preserve and a habitat 
corridor from Big Stone National Wildlife 
Refuge to the Lac Qui Parle Wildlife 
Management Area. The entire complex,
totaling more than 42,500 acres of 
protected land, supports greater prairie 
chicken, marbled godwit, Wilson’s 
phalarope, upland sandpiper, and two 
rare butterfly species: the regal fritillary 
and poweshiek skipper.   

Restoring Bluffland Prairie 
Habitat: Known for remnant 
goat prairies, steep bluffs, 
and cold-water trout streams, 
the blufflands of southeastern 
Minnesota are home to 
the richest complement of 
rare species in the state. In 
partnership with the National 
Wild Turkey Federation, the 
Minnesota Land Trust, and 
private landowners, critical 
habitats are being restored and 
protected for timber rattlesnake, 
wild turkey, and other species.
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Prairies Key habitats for conservation investments
-Native prairie & savanna
-Working grasslands
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