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Leg is lative C itatio n: 

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: 

C o unty Lo catio ns: Fillmore, Houston, Wabasha, and Winona.

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  wil l  take p lace:

Southeast Forest

Activity typ es:

Enhance
Protect in Fee
Restore

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Forest
Habitat
Prairie

Abstract:

This project will protect and restore declining habitats and watersheds for important wildlife species in strategically targeted areas of
biodiversity significance in Southeast Minnesota. The project will result in increased public access and expanded habitat complexes
critical to the state.

Design and scope of  work:

The Southeast Blufflands region is as rich in habitat for game and nongame wildlife species as it is in aesthetic beauty. Long valleys
rimmed with dry prairies and hardwood hills are bisected by coldwater trout streams. Unlike any other part of the state, much of the
region and the greater Mississippi River Blufflands have been largely untouched by glaciers for 500,000 years. As a result of this unique
geology, no other region in the state demonstrates the diversity and uniqueness of habitats found in the Blufflands. While much of the
region has been converted to cropland, pasture and rural development, many of its bluffs and valleys are still home to high quality
coldwater trout streams, cliffs, forests, oak savannas, and prairies, including 86 different native plant community types mapped by the
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Minnesota Biological Survey (MBS) covering nearly 149,670 acres. This diversity is critical to the State’s enduring legacy of high quality
forests, rivers and prairies. The region is home to 183 species of state-listed rare plants and animals in the region, many of them
concentrated in the 749 sites of biodiversity significance mapped in the region by MBS. Thanks to this diversity, the area is highly
regarded for turkey and deer hunting along with other recreational pursuits such as trout fishing, hiking and biking. Outdoor recreation
is a significant component to the local economy and heritage, drawing visitors from across the upper Midwest. However, unlike
Northern Minnesota or other regions, only 5%  of the region is open to the public and relatively very little is in any kind of protected
status. Rapid growth of nearby cities like Rochester and LaCrosse are increasing rural development with bluff top and remote country
homes. More roads, buildings and associated infrastructure further fragment an already fragmented landscape, disturbing forest habitat
and increasing already high erosion rates. In addition, due to the high price of agricultural commodities in recent years, farming
practices have increasingly encroached on these unique habitats including tracts in this proposal and have had significant impacts to
water quality. To maintain this legacy of the Blufflands’ unique natural habitats, there are three primary needs or opportunities in the
region: 1) expand the amount of protected land in strategic locations based on existing protected lands and high-quality habitat; 2)
maximize the quality of this protected habitat through well executed restoration and enhancement projects; and 3) increase public
access to these unique habitats in an area of the state with relatively little public lands. Investment in habitat protection and
restoration in the Southeast Blufflands by the Outdoor Heritage Fund would expand and connect larger contiguous blocks of
protected lands, allowing land managers to restore and maintain native habitats at a scale difficult to accomplish with fragmented
ownership. An example of this is the frequent prescribed fire burns necessary to reclaim the unique “goat prairies” and oak savanna
from the cedar and buckthorn hillsides, which is most effective at larger scale. Certain habitat complexes stand out in the region,
including the different units of the R.J. Dorer Memorial Forest, state parks and larger blocks of existing conservation easements. These
complexes serve as hubs for additional protection through strategic fee title acquisitions. This proposal aims to enhance this prior
conservation investment and ensure that the legacy of the Blufflands region is preserved for the future. 

Overall Scope of Work: 
This project has two primary components: 1) fee title acquisition of approximately 523 acres of forest and 80 acres of prairie along 3
miles of coldwater trout streams near state forest land, scientific and natural areas, wildlife management areas and a state park; 2)
Enhancement of approximately 56 acres of prairie within these protected habitat complexes. Project collaborators include The Nature
Conservancy, Minnesota DNR and the Minnesota Land Trust. Priority will be placed on targeted tracts within high biodiversity
conservation complexes identified by project partners as representing the highest quality and most diverse habitat types in the region. 

Fee Acquisitions: 
The Nature Conservancy will coordinate with MN DNR on all potential fee-title acquisitions. The Nature Conservancy will assist the
participating DNR Divisions by conducting all or some of the following activities: initial site reviews, negotiations, appraisals,
environmental reviews and acquisition of fee title. The Conservancy will transfer each tract to the DNR. The property acquired with this
funding will be owned and managed by the DNR as State Forest, Wildlife Management Area or Scientific and Natural Areas, which will
be open for public hunting and fishing. 

Restoration and Enhancement: 
Restoration plans and activities will be coordinated with DNR Forestry, Wildlife and Nongame leads for specific units. TNC will contract
with CCM as much as possible and other local vendors for invasive brush removal and prescribed fire on 56 acres of bluff prairie and
oak savanna enhancement. 

Results to Date from Phase I & II: 
Fee Acquisition - October 15, 2014, closed on 272 acres of prairie and forest within a Conservation Opportunity Area. 
Restoration and Enhancement - We have completed brush and tree clearing on 65 acres of bluff prairie and oak savanna and another
26.5 acres is in progress.

Crops:

Will there be planting of corn or any crop on OHF land purchased or restored in this program - No

How does the request  address MN habitats that have: historical value to f ish and wildlif e, wildlif e
species of  greatest  conservation need, MN County Biological Survey data, and/or rare, threatened
and endangered species inventories:

Habitat protection and restoration efforts will occur in priority conservation areas within the Blufflands Ecological Subsection, which
contains more species of greatest conservation need than any other subsection in Minnesota. Conservation opportunity areas have
been identified by The Nature Conservancy, MN DNR and others based on the MN Biological Survey, existing public land assets and the
potential to expand and connect habitat complexes. Projects included will protect and improve habitat conditions for rare plants and
animals along with popular game species in the region including whitetail deer, wild turkey and ruffed grouse. Most projects are
situated along or near trout streams, protection and restoration will maintain and improve trout waters and fishing opportunities.

What is the nature of  urgency and why it  is necessary to spend public money f or this work as soon as
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possible:

Southeast Minnesota continues to experience habitat fragmentation from agriculture land use expansion. Habitat conversion from
agriculture fluctuates, however rural residential development associated from rapid growth from the City of Rochester will accelerate
over the next decade. It is important to protect habitat now, before it is fragmented and converted.

Describe the science based planning and evaluation model used:

Enhancement and protection projects will take place in conservation opportunity areas identified based on MN Biological Survey
concentrations of native plant communities, rare features, existing conservation lands and the potential to expand habitat complexes
and link them. Each tract goes through review by TNC and DNR Division teams.

Which sections of  the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan are applicable to this
project:

H1 Protect priority land habitats
H3 Improve connectivity and access to recreation

Which other plans are addressed in this proposal:

Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework
Tomorrow's Habitat for the Wild and Rare
Root River Conservation Action Plan, Root River Landscape Stewardship Plan, Southeast Landscape Management Plan, Blufflands
Subsection Forest Resource Management Plan, Zumbro River Watershed Plan, Weaver Dunes Conservation Action Plan

Which LSOHC section priorit ies are addressed in this proposal:
S o utheast Fo rest:

Protect forest habitat though acquisition in fee or easement to prevent parcelization and fragmentation and to provide the ability to
access and manage landlocked public properties

Relationship to other f unds:

Not Listed

How does this proposal accelerate or supplement your current ef f orts in this area:

Acquisition and enhancement projects included in this proposal build on 50 years of land conservation in the R.J. Doer Memorial
Hardwood Forest. However, it is widely recognized that much more needs to be done to protect and restore declining habitats.
Partners are working together to protect and restore habitat mosaics that include forest, prairie, oak savanna and riparian areas on
private and public lands that also protect the watersheds of the region. This proposal accelerates and expands the efforts of partners
working in Southeast Minnesota and the Southeast Minnesota Protection and Restoration Phase I underway since FY14 and Phase II
approved for FY15. This will complete the fee acquisitions and enhancements initiated in Phase I and II. Phase I funding helped
leverage federal funds to restore 200 acres of private and 300 acres of public land within priority areas. We will continue to partner
with MN DNR and attempt to leverage additional federal funds to restore/enhance another 200 acres of private and 300 acres of public
prairie, savanna and woodland habitat in FY16. OHF funding has allowed us to engage public and private land managers to protect and
enhance large habitat complexes.

Describe the source and amount of  non-OHF money spent f or this work in the past:

Appro priatio n
Year S o urce Amo unt

2013 US Fish a nd Wildlife  Service  Sta te  Wildlife  G ra nt $250,000

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

Acquisition projects will be adjacent to or within close proximity to existing protected lands, including state-owned lands and lands
under conservation easement. This will allow for the expansion of maintenance, enhancement and restoration 
activities that are currently taking place on those protected lands and adjacent private lands. Habitats cleared of invasive species will
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be maintained with prescribed fire. Protection and enhancement projects will improve future prescribed fire and maintenance
activities through economies of scale. The tracts protected and enhanced as part of this proposal also meet the prioritization for the
State Wildlife Action Plan and MN DNR has been successful securing federal habitat enhancement funding for Southeast Minnesota.
Each project is within a Conservation Opportunity Area that receives a higher level of coordination and resource priority by many
partners for maintaining and enhancing protected habitats.

Explain the things you will do in the f uture to maintain project  outcomes:

Year S o urce o f Funds S tep 1 S tep 2 S tep 3

2017 USFWS Sta te  Wildlife  G ra nt, G a me a nd Fis h
Fund, Turkey Sta mp Inva s ive  brush cutting prescribed fire

Every 3 to  5
yea rs G a me a nd Fish Fund, Turkey Sta mp Prescribed fire

Every 3 to  5
yea rs G a me a nd Fish Fund, Turkey Sta mp Prescribed fire

Activity Details:

If funded, this proposal will meet all applicable criteria set forth in MS 97A.056 - Yes

Will local government approval be sought prior to acquisition - Yes

Is the land you plan to acquire free of any other permanent protection - Yes

Is this land currently open for hunting and fishing - No

Will the land be open for hunting and fishing after completion - Yes

NA

Will restoration and enhancement work follow best management practices including MS 84.973 Pollinator Habitat Program - Yes

Is the activity on permanently protected land per 97A.056, subd 13(f), tribal lands, and/or public waters per MS 103G .005, Subd. 15 - Yes
(WMA, S NA, C o unty/Municip al, S tate Fo rests , P erp etual  C o nservatio n Easements)

Accomplishment T imeline:

Activity Appro ximate Date Co mpleted
Bluff Pra irie  Clea ring Ma y 15, 2017
Prescribed Fire Ma y 15, 2017
Fee Acquis itio n June 30, 2018

D ate o f  Final  Rep o rt S ub miss io n: 9/30/2018

Federal Funding:

Do you anticipate federal funds as a match for this program - No

Outcomes:
P ro g rams in so utheast fo rest reg io n:

Large corridors and complexes of biologically diverse wildlife habitat typical of the unglaciated region are restored and protected We
will track the acres of priority parcels protected within Conservation Opportunity Areas identified in regional planning. Success within each
Conservation Opportunity Area will be determined based on the percentage of area protected.

Page 4 o f 9



Budget Spreadsheet

Budget reallocations up to 10% do not require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Ho w wil l  this  p ro g ram acco mmo d ate the red uced  ap p ro p riatio n reco o mend atio n fro m the o rig inal  p ro p o sed  req uested
amo unt

The program will not initiate new protection projects, but use the reduced amount to fully fund pending habitat protection projects.
The program will scale back restoration projects during this funding period.

T o tal  Amo unt o f  Req uest: $ 2910000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel $108,500 $0 $108,500
Co ntra cts $60,000 $0 $60,000
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $2,681,300 $0 $2,681,300
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $500 $0 $500
Pro fess io na l Services $20,000 $0 $20,000
Direct Suppo rt Services $14,200 $19,800 TNC $34,000
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $500 $0 $500
DNR IDP $25,000 $0 $25,000

To ta l $2,910,000 $19,800 $2,929,800

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Pro tectio n Specia lis t/Technicia n 0.10 3.00 $24,500 $0 $24,500
Pro ject Ma na g er 0.25 3.00 $59,900 $0 $59,900
G ra nt Adminis tra to r 0.12 3.00 $24,100 $0 $24,100

To ta l 0.47 9.00 $108,500 $0 $108,500

Amount of Request: $2,910,000
Amount of Leverage: $19,800
Leverage as a percent of the Request: 0.68%
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 80 523 0 603
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 56 0 0 56

To ta l 0 136 523 0 659

T ab le 1b . Ho w many o f  these P rairie acres  are Native P rairie?

T ype Native Pra irie
Resto re 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 20
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0
Enha nce 56

To ta l 76

T ab le 2. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $402,400 $2,429,400 $0 $2,831,800
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $78,200 $0 $0 $78,200

To ta l $0 $480,600 $2,429,400 $0 $2,910,000

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 603 0 0 603
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 56 0 0 56

To ta l 0 0 659 0 0 659

T ab le 4. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $2,831,800 $0 $0 $2,831,800
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $78,200 $0 $0 $78,200

To ta l $0 $0 $2,910,000 $0 $0 $2,910,000
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T ab le 5. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $5030 $4645 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $1396 $0 $0

T ab le 6. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $4696 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $1396 $0 $0

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles

3 Miles
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Parcel List

For restoration and enhancement programs ONLY: Managers may add, delete, and substitute projects on this parcel list based upon need, readiness,
cost, opportunity, and/or urgency so long as the substitute parcel/project forwards the constitutional objectives of this program in the Project Scope

table of this accomplishment plan. The final accomplishment plan report will include the final parcel list.

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

Winona
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n?

Wino na  1 10508233 50 $97,000 Yes

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Fillmore
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Fillmo re  1 10212216 276 $1,150,000 No Full Full
Fillmo re  2 10408222 160 $523,500 No Full Full
Fillmo re  3 10408222 78 $325,000 No Full Full
Fillmo re  4 10208211 363 $2,000,000 No Full Full
Fillmo re  5 10408220 101 $390,000 No Full Full

Houston
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Ho usto n 1 10204219 274 $996,500 No Full Full
Ho usto n 2 10306230 320 $1,152,700 No Full Full
Ho usto n 3 10307228 145 $540,000 No Full Full

Wabasha
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Wa ba sha  1 11010218 191 $650,000 No Full Full

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Parcel Map

Southeast Minnesota Protection and Restoration -
Phase III

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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